bxa4) 8 Nbd2 f5 9 a5 Be7 10 Nc4 Bf6 11 Be2
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The Ozarks Defense

A System for Black vs. 1. d4
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Black seems to have a decent Benoni type position.



axb5 7 e4 b4 8 e5

a6!? 6 Bd2 (6 bxa6 Bxab) 6 ...
bxc3 9 Bxc3 Qa4 10 Qxa4 Rxa4 11 exf6 gxf6é
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6 Nc3 (6 Bc3 Ne4 7 €3 Qb6; 6 e4 Qxb2) 6 ... Qb7

7 e4 g6



~
®
=Y
(1]
(=2}

113
NS
Dy

N

ER
e\:g\

\

i

,,,,,,,,,,,,

B ..,
M/M & ,, %&z&

This is the critical position. Black pressures the cen-
ter rather than fianchettoing his king bishop.

8 Bc4

Probably a mistake, since it allows a pretty

effective fork trick. More challenging alterna-

tives for white, in approximate order of
strength, are:

8 Qb3
w7 YR
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8 ... exd5 (8 ... g6!?) 9 Nxd5 (9 exd5 Bd6 10 Nf3
0-0) 9 ... Nxd5 10 exd5 a6 (10 ... Be7) 11 Bc4
+/=;

8 Qe2 exd>5 (8 ... a6) 9 exd5+ Kd8 +/=
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; 8 Nh3 exd5 (8 ... a6) 9 Nxd5 Nxd5 10 exd5
Bxd5 11 Nf4
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11 ... Bb7 12 Qg4 (->);

8 Qf3 exd5 9 Nxd5 Nxd5 10 exd5 Be7 11
Bc4 a6 (00);
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8 dxe6?! Qxe6! 9 13 d5 =/+
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8 ...

Bxd5
Qeb6

Qe2

10 Bxd5
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