
The Ozarks Defense
A System for Black vs. 1. d4

(A43 Old Benoni Defense)

! 1! d4 ! Nf6
! 2! Nf3 ! c5 
! 3! d5 ! b5 
  -------- 
 /tJnWlN T\
 /O +oOoOo\
 / + + J +\
 /+oOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ + +h+ \
 /pPp+pPpP\
 /RhBqKb+r\
  ________ 
Black tries to weaken white's d-pawn.

! 4! Bg5 !d6 

4 ... Qb6!? 5 Bxf6 Qxf6 6 c3 d6 (6 ... Na6 7 e4 Rb8 8 
a4 b4 9 Bc4 Nc7 10 O-O ; 6 ... e6 7 e4 ; 6 ... Qb6!? ) 
7 e4 a6 8 Nbd2 Nd7 (8 ... g5 ) 9 g3 (9 Qc2 g5 ) 9 ... 
g5 10 a4 b4 11 cxb4 cxb4 12 Rc1 g4 13 Qc2 Nc5 =/+ 
 4 ... Qa5+ 5 c3 Ne4 (5 ... Bb7 6 Bxf6 exf6 7 e4 Bd6 ) 
6 Bh4 b4 7 Qc2 bxc3 (7 ... f5 ) 8 bxc3 f5 (8 ... Nd6 9 
e4 ) 9 Nfd2 g5 10 Nxe4 gxh4 11 Ned2 

! 5! Bxf6 

(7 ... bxa4 ) 8 Nbd2 f5 9 a5 Be7 10 Nc4 Bf6 11 Be2 
O-O =/+

  -------- 
 /tJnWlN T\
 /+ + +oOo\
 /o+ O O +\
 /+ Op+ + \
 /pO + + +\
 /+ + Ph+ \
 / Pp+ PpP\
 /Rh+qKb+r\
  ________ 

(7 ... bxa4) 8 Nbd2 f5 9 a5 Be7 10 Nc4 Bf6 11 Be2 
0-0 =/+ 

  -------- 
 /tJnW Tl+\
 /+ + +oOo\
 /o+ O N +\
 /P Op+o+ \
 / Oh+ + +\
 /+ + Ph+ \
 / Pp+bPpP\
 /R +qK +r\
  ________ 
! 5! ...! exf6 
  -------- 
 /tJnWlN T\
 /O + +oOo\
 / + O O +\
 /+oOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ + +h+ \
 /pPp+pPpP\
 /Rh+qKb+r\
  ________ 
! 6! e4 ! a6 
! 7! a4 ! bxa4 
7 ... b4 has also been played a lot. 

! 8! Nc3

8 Nbd2 g6 9 Rxa4 Bg7 (9 ... Nd7? 10 Qa1 ) 10 Bb5+ 
(10 Bd3 O-O 11 O-O Nd7 12 Qa1 f5 13 exf5 Nb6 14 
Ra2 gxf5 15 c4 Ra7 16 Qb1 Qf6 (oo) ) 10 ... Nd7 11 
Qa1 O-O 12 Bxa6 Nb6 13 Ra3 f5 14 Bxc8 Rxa3 15 
Qxa3 fxe4 (oo) {Melnichuk,Mikhail - Evchin,Maxim 
(2248), Kiev: Kurass mem 5th (4) 2004} 

! ! ... ! g6 
! 9! Bd3 !Bg7 
! 10! 0-0 ! 0-0 =/+ 
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  -------- 
 /tJnW Tl+\
 /+ + +oNo\
 /o+ O Oo+\
 /+ Op+ + \
 /o+ +p+ +\
 /+ Hb+h+ \
 / Pp+ PpP\
 /R +q+rK \
  ________ 
Black seems to have a decent Benoni type position.
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Fayetteville Countergambit
A System for Black vs. 1. d4

(A58 Benko G Accepted)

! 1! d4 ! ! Nf6
! 2! c4 ! ! c5 
! 3! d5 ! ! b5 
! 4! cxb5 ! Qa5+ 
  -------- 
 /tJn+lN T\
 /O +oOoOo\
 / + + J +\
 /WpOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ + + + \
 /pP +pPpP\
 /RhBqKbHr\
  ________ 
This move makes it the Fayetteville Counter-
gambit.

! 5! Nc3 

The alternative seems to give the pawn back 
and black a good game:

5 Bd2 Qxb5 
  -------- 
 /tJn+lN T\
 /O +oOoOo\
 / + + J +\
 /+wOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ + + + \
 /pP BpPpP\
 /Rh+qKbHr\
  ________ 
6 Nc3 (6 Bc3 Ne4 7 e3 Qb6; 6 e4 Qxb2) 6 ... Qb7 
7 e4 g6 

  -------- 
 /tJn+lN T\
 /Ow+oOo+o\
 / + + Jo+\
 /+ Op+ + \
 / + +p+ +\
 /+ H + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R +qKbHr\
  ________ 
(7 ... d6 =; 7 ... e5; 7 ... e6) 8 f4 Bg7 9 Nf3 O-O 
10 Bd3 d6 11 O-O = 
  -------- 
 /tJn+ Tl+\
 /Ow+ OoNo\
 / + O Jo+\
 /+ Op+ + \
 / + +pP +\
 /+ Hb+h+ \
 /pP B +pP\
 /R +q+rK \
  ________ 

Back to the main line with  5. Nc3:

! 5! ...! ! Bb7 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+oOoOo\
 / + + J +\
 /WpOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ H + + \
 /pP +pPpP\
 /R BqKbHr\
  ________ 
5 ... a6!? 6 Bd2 (6 bxa6 Bxa6) 6 ... axb5 7 e4 b4 8 e5 
bxc3 9 Bxc3 Qa4 10 Qxa4 Rxa4 11 exf6 gxf6 =/+ 

! 6! Bd2 !! Qb6 
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! 7! e4 ! ! e6 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+o+oOo\
 / W +oJ +\
 /+pOp+ + \
 / + +p+ +\
 /+ H + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R +qKbHr\
  ________ 
 This is the critical position. Black pressures the cen-
ter rather than fianchettoing his king bishop.

! 8! Bc4 

Probably a mistake, since it allows a pretty 
effective fork trick. More challenging alterna-
tives for white, in approximate order of 
strength, are:

8 Qb3 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+o+oOo\
 / W +oJ +\
 /+pOp+ + \
 / + +p+ +\
 /+qH + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R + KbHr\
  ________ 

8 ... exd5 (8 ... g6!?) 9 Nxd5 (9 exd5 Bd6 10 Nf3 
O-O) 9 ... Nxd5 10 exd5 a6 (10 ... Be7) 11 Bc4 
+/=;

8 Qe2 exd5 (8 ... a6) 9 exd5+ Kd8 +/= 
  -------- 
 /tJ L N T\
 /On+o+oOo\
 / W + J +\
 /+pOp+ + \
 / + + + +\
 /+ H + + \
 /pP BqPpP\
 /R + KbHr\
  ________ 
; 8 Nh3 exd5 (8 ... a6) 9 Nxd5 Nxd5 10 exd5 
Bxd5 11 Nf4 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /O +o+oOo\
 / W + + +\
 /+pOn+ + \
 / + + H +\
 /+ + + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R +qKb+r\
  ________ 
11 ... Bb7 12 Qg4 (->);

8 Qf3 exd5 9 Nxd5 Nxd5 10 exd5 Be7 11 
Bc4 a6 (oo);
  -------- 
 /tJ +l+ T\
 /+n+oNoOo\
 /oW + + +\
 /+pOp+ + \
 / +b+ + +\
 /+ + +q+ \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R + K Hr\
  ________ 
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8 dxe6?! Qxe6! 9 f3 d5 =/+ 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+ +oOo\
 / + +wJ +\
 /+pOo+ + \
 / + +p+ +\
 /+ H +p+ \
 /pP B +pP\
 /R +qKbHr\
  ________ 
After the usual 8 Bc4 white gets hit with

! 8! ...! ! Nxe4 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+o+oOo\
 / W +o+ +\
 /+pOp+ + \
 / +b+j+ +\
 /+ H + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R +qK Hr\
  ________ 
(8 ... a6!? Umbarger)

! 9! Nxe4! exd5 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /On+o+oOo\
 / W + + +\
 /+pOo+ + \
 / +b+h+ +\
 /+ + + + \
 /pP B PpP\
 /R +qK Hr\
  ________ 
! 10! Bxd5 ! Bxd5 
! 11! Qe2 !! Qe6 

! 12! f3 ! ! Bc4 
  -------- 
 /tJ +lN T\
 /O +o+oOo\
 / + +w+ +\
 /+pO + + \
 / +n+h+ +\
 /+ + +p+ \
 /pP Bq+pP\
 /R + K Hr\
  ________ 
! 13! Ng5 !! Qxe2+ 
! 14! Nxe2 ! Bxb5 -+ 

with a solid extra pawn. Kladiva - Rabovszky, 
1995.

Narducci,Alicia - Umbarger,Lance
American Open (1) 2009
(A58 Benko G Accepted)
1 d4 nf6 2 c4 c5 3 d5 b5 4 cxb5 qa5+ 
5 nc3 bb7 6 bd2 qb6 7 e4 e6 8 bc4 
nxe4 9 nf3 nxc3 10 bxc3 exd5 11 bxd5 
bxd5 12 qxd5 qe6+ 13 qxe6+ fxe6 
14 O‑O‑O rg8 15 rhe1 g5 16 kc2 be7 
17 a4 a6 18 ra1 g4 19 ne5 rg5 20 nc4 
rf5 21 re2 axb5 22 nb6 ra6 23 nc8 b4 
24 nxe7 kxe7 25 bd2 nc6 26 be3 c4 
27 b3 c3 28 rd1 raa5 29 bb6 rad5 
30 re4 rxd1 31 kxd1 rd5+ 32 kc1 h5 
33 h3 gxh3 34 gxh3 kd6 35 f4 rd3 36 h4 
kd5 37 re2 rh3 38 bf2 rf3 39 be3 
ke4 40 bb6+ kxf4 41 a5 rf1+ 42 kc2 
ra1 43 rf2+ kg3 44 rf7 ra2+ 45 kc1 
nxa5 46 bxa5 rxa5 47 rxd7 rf5 
48 rb7 rf4   0‑1 
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